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RESPONSE 



Dear Sir 



This response is being filed in reply to the office action mailed September 22, 2006. 
In that action, the Examiner requires restriction, under 35 U.S.C. § 121, between one of the 
following groups of claims: 



In order to satisfy the restriction requirement, the Applicant provisionally elects with 
traverse the invention disclosed in Group I (claims 14-33 ) and it is requested that, if the 
restriction requirement is eventually made final, that without further action thereon, claim 34 be 
retained in this application pending disposition of this case and for possible filing of a divisional 
application^). 

By way of traverse, the Examiner asserts in the Election/Restriction requirementthatthe 
nasal cannula product may be formed by another process other than as recited. However, the 
Applicant points out that the specific steps of the claimed method are exactly embodied in the 
product-by-process of claim 34 such that the nasal and oral cannula having a pair of nasal 
prongs and a mouthpiece as recited in claim 34 can only be made by the same process as 
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Claims 14-33, drawn to method of forming a cannula, classified in class 264, 



subclass 305. 



Claim 34, drawn to a cannula, classified in class 128, subclass 207.18. 
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recited in claim 14. Therefore, the apparatus of claim 34 cannot be made by a materially 
different process other than as recited in the elected claims 14-33, and therefore claim 34 
should be prosecuted along withithe elected claims in the same application. 

In the event that there are any fee deficiencies or additional fees are payable, please 
charge the same or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account (Account No. 04-0213). 

Respectfully submit 




Scott AfTJahials. Reg. No. 42,462 

Customer No. 020210 

Davis & Bujold, P.L.L.C. 

112 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH 03301-2931 

Telephone 603-226-7490 

Facsimile 603-226-7499 

E-mail: patenti3>davisandbu j old , com 
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